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as generally easterly, variable in strength, with the
weather fine or showery according to circumstances, but
never following the cyclonic sequence of the temperate
zone. This modified alternation of weather is called the
fluctuation of its type, as opposed to a change of type,
which would involve a totally different distribution of
pressure.

From this digression on the trade-winds we must now
return to the cyclone-traversed region of the temperate
zone and the cols of the more tropical parts of the world.
On February 26 (Fig. 68), we find a fragment of a large
cyclone over Norway, a Y over Great Britain, some
complex secondaries over the Mediterranean, and an
anticyclone over the United States. Note, however,
three innocent-looking bends on the north-west edge of
the Atlantic anticyclone.

By next day the Norwegian cyclone and the British
V have fused or merged into an irregular cyclone which
covers Scandinavia; while the Mediterranean secondaries
have also formed a new cyclone, and a corner of the
Asiatic anticyclone just appears near the Black Sea.
Further west, the three bends in the isobars which looked
so harmless the preceding day are now reduced to two,
but have gained intensity. One lies to the south of
Iceland, and the wedge which precedes it determines the
weather for this day in Great Britain, The other, which
is less intense, lies south of Newfoundland; but the
American anticyclone has somewhat retreated,

By next day, February 28 (Fig. 70), the Norwegian
cyclone had nearly died out, while the Atlantic cyclone,
with its associated wedge, had travelled eastwards and
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